The reviewer hopes that the reader will forgive the following personal observation. No "short course," however well presented, can give a student the training that a good year-long course can give. No one is more aware of this than is Professor Hitchcock, as the preface to the first edition will testify. The reviewer is disturbed by the fact that the majority of biological scientists, if they take any training in physical chemistry at all, limit such training to a short course. This is today no more adequate than would be, for example, a short course in histology or physiology. The serious student of biology or medicine should be urged to find time in his schedule for a year's course in physical chemistry as it is usually presented in departments of chemistry.
Within the pages of any book as comprehensive as Dr. Ham's Histology it is rarely difficult to find at least a few points meriting criticism. These may include such relatively minor items as the omission of the primary verb from a sentence (p. 283, column II), or more serious charges of vagueness in description (p. 328, contraction phenomena). Yet, the overall effect is a good one. The outline of the subject material remains basically unaltered from the first edition, though valuable additions, particularly in the area of muscle physiology and chromosomal behaviour, have been made. With selections concerned with general histologic techniques, detailed considerations of the different tissues and of the major systems, this book will continue to rank as a thoroughly readable and reliable histology text. This quality of readability, however, while doubtless ly endearing the text to medical students, will prove somewhat of a handicap to those in need of a purely reference volume. Particularly Dr. Ham's predilection for analogies will prove irksome to those searching for a concise compendium, while simultaneously evoking cheers from students with no love for histologicmonotonies. The extensive and well-organized bibliographies, however, will be a source of joy to either of these readers. Only three electron micrographs, although of superb quality, have been included in this book, and little indication is given of the profound contribution which electron microscopy has already made to the advance of morphological science. Generally, however, the text has been revised to include the advances in microscopic analysis of tissues, such as the structure of the liver and the neurohypophysis, and the histochemistry of the intercellular ground substance. In some places, however, the text has been revised without bringing it up to date, as in the discussion of the adeno-hypophysial control of lactation and in the discussion of renal histo-physiology. Nevertheless, this book may be considered as an adequate text for first-year medical and dental students, although one should not be considered captious for remarking that a really first-class presentation of this subject remains to be written. Conceived in the years of Dr. Cater's experience as demonstrator and lecturer in pathology at Cambridge and as Head of the Surgical Unit, Lester Chinese Hospital, Shanghai, and dedicated to the proposition that "our minds can only understand new ideas in terms of what is already clearly grasped," this book is an exceedingly welcome addition to that limited group of pathology texts from which a student may profitably choose. With a proper regard for the essential role of stimulating rhetoric and an occasional dart of humor, and by addressing himself primarily to a reader who would prefer an elucidation of fundamental principles to being beleaguered by a horde of facts, the writer maintains traditional British pride of authorship much as does Dr. William Boyd in his text on pathology.
